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Animas River—Blown out by 
uff and unfishable. Gold Medal 
ter from Lightner Creek to 
pie Cliffs, flies and lures only, 
; and possession limit of two 
it 16 inches or longer. 
Blue Mesa Reservoir — Lake 

lit fishing has heated up near the 

Reservoir has been restocked with 
fingerling browns and a few catch-
able rainbows. 

McPhee Reservoir — Trout 
fishing for stocker rainbows is 
good. This reservoir is chronically 
under-utilized and a great place to 

, .. . ficV, if vou like uncrowded water. 
fishing has heated ufi neai-the k , , is down the 

McPhee has many smallmouth 
bass, best fished in June when they 
spawn. It also has been stocked 
with kokanee salmon. 

San Juan River — Flowing at 
1 120 in Pagosa Springs and blown 
out by runoff. The river above Na­
vajo Reservoir will not be fishable 
until mid-June. Fishing below the 
dam, on the San Juan Quality Wa­
ters in New Mexico is always ex­
cellent at this time of year. 

Vallecito Reservoir—Fishing 
for brown trout and pike has been 
excellent. Recent catches include a 
22-pound brown and 20-pound 
pike Trout fishing should"be good 
here through July, then kokanee 
fishing picks up until summer s 
end. Anglers should not count on 
catching many kokanee this year as 
a large number of salmon were 
killed by oxygen depletion due to 
low water levels last August. 

Public Works Department 
reported that the run-off is in 
high gear now and the bag fil­
ters on the water system are han­
dling the turbidity quite well. 

Town Attorney Eric Heil re­
ported that he had compiled in-
r nn cnUc nf minine 
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ctive. Kokanee salmon are also 
ling on. Use Kokanee Killers, 
idlefish and red or green Amies 
15 to 25 feet of water. Brown 
it are hitting well in Iola Basin 
rainbow-colored Rapalas and 
ier minnow imitations trolled 
lr the shoreline. 
Dolores River (lower)—Flow 

59 cfs below McPhee Reservoir 
d clear. This is a nice stretch of 
er to fish if your expectations are 
t high. Previous droughts have 
lied off many fish and it will take 
veral years for the fishery to re­
iver, despite habitat improve-
ents below the reservoir and 
ocking of the 12-mile section 
om the dam to Bradfield Bridge. 

Dolores River (upper) — 
lowing at 1,280 cfs in Dolores and 
lown out by runoff. This section 
shes well when clear. Although 
rought has reduced the trout popu-
ation, the river above McPhee 

formation on sales of mining 
claims in relation to the 
Webster/Sell and St. Louis Tun­
nel value. He reported that sev­
eral different realtors said the St. 
Louis tunnel mining area has 
considerably more value to it 
than the EPA (Environmental 
Protection Agency) originally 
said. The EPA sued the Webster/ 
Sell estates and was awarded 
$290,000.00 for the future clean 
up of the mine discharge at the 
St. Louis tunnel site. Town of­
ficials did not concur with the 
EPA's settlement, stating that 
the dollar amount was not 
enough. The District Court 
Judge is willing to listen to ob­
jectors, i.e. the Town of Rico, 
whereas the EPA does not favor 
this action, said Heil. 

Under Old Business item a. 
- Introduction of an ordinance 
establishing a metropolitan 
sewage district enterprise was 
tabled once again. 

Item b. - 1*' reading of Or-

lllg tnw. — ' 

was finalized by building les­
see Jon Korabluh. Kornbluh 
said, "I got tired of trying to 
convince the Board I think 
the process went a rye I m 
not ready to move on anything 

sance. 
Stephen Glass from the 

Gault Group, Inc. and Dr. John 
Callender, two environmental 
engineers were hired pro bono 
to assist and advise Town offi­
cials with the lead clean up 
work that will take place this 

H o w  D o e s  Y o u r  B a n k  

" S T A C K  U P ' ' ?  

CERTIFICATE 
OF DEPOSIT 

APY* 
.48°° 
.89% 
04% 
.14°° 

Maturity 
24 month 
36 month 
48 month 
60 month 

Money Market^ 

Rate: 1.35% APY*: 1.36/« 
Some restrictions apply-

S100 minimum opening balance 
•ninimum balance to obtain adv 

with the Town right now 
Harrison appeared to not 

understand what Kornbluh was 
saying and said the Town 
Board should make some re­
solve and answer any outstand­
ing questions. 

"I'm not interested in dis­
cussing this with the Board any­
more," said Kornbluh, and rec­
ommended that it be removed 
from the agenda from now on. 

Item c. - Public Hearing: 
Reading of voluntary clean up 
application. CDH&E (Colorado 
Department of Health & Envi­
ronment) representative Mark 
Walker relayed to Heil in a pre­
vious conversation that the 
VCUP was incomplete and 
made recommendations to re­
vise it. Heil and ARCO (Atlan­
tic Richfield Co.) agreed to 
make the necessary changes: 

Boundaries of cleanup 
site need to be specified. 

—Institutional controls re­
viewed and in place. 

A #10 sieve to be used at 

all sites. n 
—Depth sampling below 2 

will not be employed. 
—Applicants will meet with 

the oversight agency to review 
correlation data. 

-Applicants will resample 

$100 minimum opening Daraiu-e 
$1,000 minimum balance to obtain advertised A 

Er_. DOVE CREEK 
305 S. Guyrene 

m CHIT 677-2241 • fr .».,M,rv BANKS OF THE ROCKIES 

summer. 
Glass attended the meeting 

and highly disagreed with Heil's 
recommendation. Glass stated 
that it would not behoove the 
Town to enter into a co-appli­
cant agreement with ARCO. 

Glass said in a phone conver­
sation on Friday that, "Without 
the Town's endorsement of their 
(ARCO) VCUP plan, it would be 
less likely that the EPA and the 
State would approve it. Addition­
ally, agencies (EPA) generally do 
not like an attorney as the strate­
gist on a technical project. It's a 
bad deal." 

"The lack of Rico's growth 
may be an unanticipated conse­
quence for the Town. The un­
anticipated consequence being 
not holding ARCO to a higher 
standard. They (the Town) take 
on ARCO's baggage that they 
have with the EPA if the Town 
becomes a co-applicant," said 
Glass. Glass suggested residents 
could do a web search to see for 
themselves that ARCO has 
plenty of baggage with the EPA. 

ARCO is proposing to do 
more extensive soil sampling, 
and to only test a depth of 0-2 
inches of soil. The EPA and 
State are suggesting testing soil 
to a depth of 0-3 inches. ARCO —Applicants will resample toadeptnoi u- , 

-rrrrr". '•jssŝ h. 
committment to sample and/or 
the need to remediate obvious 
source areas in Zone 2. 

—Grading plan for the final 
contours of the Van Winkle 
waste rock pile. 

EPA desires a role in the 
selection of the locations for the 
twelve bioavailability samples 
used to calculate action level. 

—Clarify plans for 
remediation at the 91,000 ppm 
site. 

Clarify what modifica­
tions to the SAP will be em­
ployed to adequately assess 
town streets. 

—Finalize plans for proper 
disposal of soils generated dur­
ing remedia efforts. 

Heil has recommended to 
the Town Manager and Board 
members that the Town should 
enter a co-applicant agreement 
with ARCO and Rico Renais-

is when exposure would occur 
to humans. Even though ARCO 
is proposing to test only the top 
2 inches of soil for contamina­
tion, their VCUP plan is calling 
for replacing the top 12 inches 
of soil at contaminated yards. 

Board member Judy 
Schaefer asked Heil to reiterate 
why the Town should or should 
not be a co-applicant in the 
VCUP. Heil stated that it sends 
a strong message to the EPA that 
the Town approves the VCUP. 
He added that the Town could 
withdraw at any time from be­
ing a co-applicant, but that it 
"gives good structure to do it • 

Glass spoke up, "It feels that 
the tone tonight is that the EPA 
is an 800-lb. gorilla." Heil re­
sponded, "I think Steve's per­
ception is pretty accurate. The 
EPA came on strong at the be-

continued on page 10 



placed high in the west after dark 
for Northern Hemisphere view­
ers. NEAT was glowing at about 
magnitude 4.2 as of May 20th, 
dwindling daily as it moved far­
ther from both Earth and Sun. 

For observers in the Southern 
Hemisphere, NEAT is getting 
very low in the north right after 
dusk. By May 19th the comet was 
smaller and dimmer with even 
less of a tail, but it still showed 
its greenish color. The 12.5-inch 
at 75x and 180x continued to 
highlight the bright nucleus, now 
with a V-shaped fan much 
smaller and more sharply defined 
than eight days before. 

Comet LINEAR (C/2002 T7) 
is currently out of sight from 
midnorthern latitudes, but just 
wait! It will emerge into binocu­
lar view in the dusk during the 
last few days of May (perhaps the 

wvvijr uay. /A.5 ui lViay 

20th LINEAR's head was re­
ported at magnitude 2.8, nearly in 
line with predictions. 

This Week's 
Planet Roundup 

by more than a fist-width at arm's 
length. Don't miss dimmer little 
Mars close by. Uranus and Nep­
tune (magnitudes 6 and 8, re­
spectively, in Aquarius and rianer Koundup ' . •" • <"'u 

Mercury (about magnitude 0) Capricornus) are in the southeast 
is deep in the glow of dawn. Scan before dawn- p,uto (magnitude 
for it with binoculars just above V*' Ophiuchus) 's weH up in 
the east horizon 30 or 40 minutes tbe soutbeast by midnight. 

43 Lummox 
44 Commotions 
46 Eldrick 

Woods' nick­
name 

50 Astronaut 
Armstrong 

53 Compete 
55 Mediocre 
56 Sheet of glass 

coin 
3 Radar image 
4 First lady 
5 George W.'s 

predecessor 
6 One who's 

rolling in 
dough? 

7 In large 
amounts 

oaseman 
23 Boxer 
25 Oliver Twist's 

request 
26 Cribs 
27 Fateful day at 

the Forum 
28 Long, deep 

cut 
29 Hold sway 
30 Met melody 

4/ suitable 
48 Catch sight of 
49 Kennedy 

matriarch 
50 "Car Talk-

venue 
51 Perfume-lapel 

word 
52 B&B 
54 Swelled head 

Town Board meeting 
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ginning and now seems to be 
backing off. I think the Town 
considering being a co-applicant 
has been instrumental in their 
change of heart." 

Heil said he thought the 
Town would be better informed 
and always in the loop with the 
EPA and ARCO, if a co-appli­
cant agreement was in place. 

The Valley Inn Nursing Home && 
Caring For the Greatest Generation 

Joyce Humiston-Berger R.N .-Administration 
Ketli Likes-Assistant Administrator 

Sandy McGuire R.N.-Director of Nursing 
Georgia Aulston - Social Services Director 

"Love doesn't make the world go 'round; love is 
what makes the ride worthwhile." 

Franklin P. Jones 
Complete rehabilitation services, including: 

Physical, Occupational, Speech, Recreational and Nutritional. 
211 3rd Avenue • Mancos, CO 81328 • 970-533-9031 

A long term care facility where "Quality of Life is Most Important" 

Harrison stated, "I don't 
think ARCO or the Town is the 
weak link in this co-applicant 
agreement. EPA's not returning 
my phone calls or sharing in­
formation with us." 

Resident Kathryn Hurtley is 
not convinced the Town should 
become a co-applicant and 
asked McCarthy, "Why do you 
want the Town as a co-appli­
cant?" McCarthy's reply was, 
"I think what Eric says is true 
and I think we've been very 
clear from the start that we 
won't expect the Town to incur 
any cost, and also, it does send 
the right message." 

Mayor Tom Clark stated, 
"We've been dis-invited to 

. meetings with the EPA —the 
OEPA attorney has not been 

forthright and open with us." 
Heil and Harrison feel that 

the Town has not been 'kept in 
the loop' when it comes to com­
munication between the Town 
and the EPA. 

An Institutional Control was 
suggested be put in place on some 
contaminated areas, requiring 
special permits for excavation. 

Meaning that once the 
VCUP was complete by ARCO, 
additional building or excavat­

ing on possible contaminated 
soil would shift the financial 
burden on the property owner; 
which would include soil sam­
pling and removal of soil to a 
repository site. 

At first, ARCO representa­
tive McCarthy said he dis­
agreed. Glass asked McCarthy, 
"If the VCUP is complete will 
vacant land owners have to foot 
the bill for clean up later?" This 
time McCarthy stated that he 
did not know. 

Board member Jon 
Kornbluh expressed his concern 
for new development and how 
hard it might become economi­
cally for new people to meet this 
standard. Then who pays for it, 
asked Kornbluh? No one could 
give a definite answer at 
Wednesday night's meeting. 

Property owner Ed Merritt 
was concerned about where the 
repository would be. He is con­
sidering building on his prop­
erty west of the river, and won­
dered if he would have to pay a 
trucking company to haul the 
soil to a site in Utah (or some­
where else). Heil said, "It's an 
issue, and we're looking into it." 

"At any point the EPA can 
step in and say you're mucking 
things up and do it themselves and 
send ARCO the bill," said Glass. 

Without the Town's en­
dorsement of ARCO's VCUP, it 
would be less likely that the 
EPA and the State would ap­
prove the plan, said Glass. 

A motion was made to ap­
prove the VCUP with ARCO 
and Rico Renaissance as co-ap­
plicants. The motion passed 
contingent upon the aforemen­
tioned revisions. 

Under New Business, item 
a. - Appointment of Directors 
to the Rico Center. Erin Sweet 
and Kathryn Hurtley were ap­
pointed as new directors. 

Item b. - Consideration of 
funding requests for July 4th and 
125th Quasquicentennial celebra­
tion by the Rico Fire Department 
and Rico Women's Club was 
granted in the amount of $2,500 
and $2,000, respectively. 

Item c. — Public Hearing 
approval of new liquor license 

continued on page 11 
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